Brave New World by Aldous Huxley

 

         Socratic Seminar Guide

 
1. What are some social ills that we experience, either personally or vicariously, every day?  Do you agree or disagree with the following statement:  Society’s problems are someone else’s responsibility.  Why or why not?  
2. If you see someone being treated in a way that is unjust or inequitable or cruel do you say anything?  Under what circumstances do or would you speak out?  What would keep you from speaking out?

3. Given a continued shortage of unskilled labor willing to accept low wages in our country, who should fill the need for labor in our society?  Can you envision a situation where the government would or should step in and assign people to certain jobs? 
· Towns With Odd Jobs Galore Turn to … 
4. What steps should a government take to keep order among its people? Where does one draw the line between protection and personal freedom? See:

· The Pro of the Patriot Act (United States Department of Justice)

· The Con of the Patriot Act (ACLU)
5. Why is it important to conform? Why is it important to be different? See:
· Conformity (see embedded links about social impact theory)

· The Paradox of Nonconformity
6. What is psychological conditioning? See:

· Introduction to Learning
· Classical Conditioning
7. What is a caste system?  What function does a caste system serve?  See:

· An Untouchable Subject
