Hi Andrea, 

Here are my ideas for 3 Cups of Tea:

7th & 8th Grade Honors Reading Students of Lafayette School:

These students will all read Iqbol, the true story of a boy who is sold into slavery to work in a carpet factory in Pakistan.  The children who work at the factory are abused, and overworked; they are chained to their looms!

Iqbol is the true story of Iqbol Masih, who escapes his bondage and alerts the world to the plight of enslaved children.   

Pre-Reading:  

Where in the world is Pakistan; population; socio economic conditions; social system, etc
1. Why were the children enslaved?   Was it a system of ‘trade’ or ‘sale’?

2. Bonded labor system:  does it work in ‘developing countries?’  What about the beginnings of our own country…many of our relatives came to America as indentured servants-it was a very important part of our early economic system.  *** is this the same or different than Iqbol’s story?

3.Iqbol goes on a crusade to liberate children from bondage.  Do you think Iqbol was brave to do this?  Why didn’t he just keep running as far as he could and not look back?
CLASSES WILL READ LISTEN TO THE WIND TOGETHER.  

1. What type of ‘bondage’ do these Pakistani children endure?  (The bondage of having no education, never having the option of moving ahead or the opportunity to improve their lives.)

COMPARE/CONTRAST:

1. How do gender, culture, poverty, social norms, customs, play out in each book.

2. How could education enable children in both novels to help themselves?

3. How did education about this country enable you, the American student to better understand the plight of these people.

4. Describe the differences between us and them.

5. Why do cultures clash?  What can alleviate the ‘clashing’ of cultures?
6. Civics:  Are American children considered citizens?  Do they enjoy the same liberties as adults? Should they?  Now think about the children that you have read about who live in Pakistan-answer these questions again!  

QUESTION FOR THOUGHT:

1.  How can we ‘take care’ of each other the way Greg Mortensen ‘takes care’ of the villagers of Korphe, or the way that Iqbol ‘takes care’ of the other children who work in the factory.

